




July 1 % 1951 


Memorandum cf Conversation, Tuesday, July 15* 19&1* 


participants i 


General Maxwell IX Taylor 
Mr* U# Alexis Johnson 
Mr* W* V?- Rostov 


a-: 

By 


The Inier-connectloa between Ycrlou s elements of policy In Southeast 
Asia was discussed* 

m 

l f - The problem c£ Improving the diplomatic foundation for a 
military contingency plan, which vrodd be aimed In part against North 
Yict-Nam was considered. Mr* Johnson uncertoox (a) to collect and 
examine the persuasiveness of the evidence cn North Yict-Nam aggression 
against South Vlet-Kam; (b) to examine the best diplomatic forum or 
sequence c£ forums In which tho issue might be raised* He expressed a 
tentative view that \vc might start with tha ICC la Viet-Nazru If we did 
not get satisfaction there; If the legal status of Ylet-Nam In relation to 
the United Nations was eound; and If the case was good enough, the matter 
might be them taken Into the United Nations# 

2 # The lack of common feeling among the Vietnamese# the 
Cambodians? and the Thais vtue considered In relation to the possibility 
of mounting a. local effort to protect that arcs from guerrilla •.-■n.rfare 6.nd 
subversion. It was agreed that, v/hU.e the job might not be impossible, 
important political end psychological testacies v.-ou!d have to be overcome. 
The crucial long-term need for such an association cf effort vas emphasized. 

3, The problem of creating Richly a program for Northeast 
Thailand and finding the funds to finance it "Ithccit undue delay was' 

examined. 

4* The acv^nt ages of clearing cut the Pathet hao pocket at Tchepoae 

was considered as well as the difficulties of doing It while the Ceasefire 

still operated In Laos. 

5* The possibility cf using evid cnce cf North Vict-lsam aggrecelca 
as a foundation for more aggressive limited military action against h»or*h 
Ylet-Nam was discussed* 
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^ jt v/as agreed that Mr* Johnson wuld underlie to design 
a general set of guidelines for policy In Southeast Asia as a whole, a* 
syell as recommendations for the organization of more unified political 
and military staff work la Washington, All hands agreed that there was 
a sense In which the region wvl made np of milt© disparate countries; 
but a nuxricr of Important leter-connectlons Isolated, notably these: 

a. Tha stability cf Thailand In relation to Laos and the 
outcome of the Laos negotiation, • 

h. The extent to which public evidence and international _ 
acknowledgement cf North Vietnamese aggression against South Ylot-Nam 
might affect the shape of our contingency planning la respect to a break- 

cov/n of the L>ao$ conference* 

c. The connection between the c itu*tion In the J^oz psa- 
aoi the pressure the Vletmlnh could exert cm southern Ylet-Nam* 

<1. The connection between the future c£ neutrality la 
Cambodia and the future cf the? ha os panhandle-. 

o 


On Judy 20 Mr. Johnson. Informed me that the Secretary of State 
ssl-ned Mr. 'Steeves full time to work on the problem c£ Southeast 


had assigned Mr 
Asia as a whole* 


- V* 1 , Vf*R. 




